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Foreword	

I	am	delighted	to	write	the	foreword	for	one	of	my	bush	companions	
and	someone	I	consider	family.	 

	
At	a	very	early	age	I	wanted	to	be	close	to	nature	and	wanted	to	

meet	 different	 people	 from	 around	 the	 world.	 I	 developed	 such	 a	
fondness	 for	 wildlife	 and	 people	 that	 it	 made	me	want	 to	 become	 a	
safari	 guide.		 I	 almost	 dropped	 out	 of	 secondary	 school	 because	 of	
those	 Land	 Rovers	 which	 by	 then	 were	 passing	 by	 my	 school	 filled	
with	 wazungu	 (white	 people),	 and	 which	 made	 me	 crazy	 about	
becoming	one	of	the	leading	safari	guides.	

	
Becoming	a	 safari	 guide	means	a	 lot	 to	me,	my	 family	and	my	

kids.	 I	am	where	I	always	wanted	to	be	and	where	my	soul	and	mind	
find	joy.	I	have	met	and	made	so	many	friends	from	all	walks	of	life,	from	
different	cultures	and	from	different	parts	of	the	world.	I	have	travelled	to	
where	I	could	not	have	afforded	to	travel	even	if	I	had	a	million-dollar	job.		

	
	

	

Vicky	Simbeye	

What	 I	 cherish	about	 for	all	 these	years	 in	 the	wild	 is	 to	have	met	Michael	Day.	He's	
such	a	soul	and	greatest	fan	of	mother	nature.	I	have	learned	a	lot	being	his	companion	and	
his	guide.	Because	Tanzania	only	has	a	handful	of	female	safari	guides,	it	is	with	no	doubt	we	
need	some	kind	of	encouragement	and	the	person	who	has	given	me	such	needed	and	catalyst	
words	is	Michael	Day.	

	
Without	 tourism	 and	 tourists’	 dollars	 the	 entire	 conservation	 effort	 falls	 apart.		

Maybe	the	 greatest	 support	 one	 can	 give	 to	 Africa's	 conservation	 is	 take	 a	 tour.		 Michael's	
Photo	 Journal	 is	 great	 inspiration	 for	 those	 who	 want	 to	 be	 on	 safari	 and	 provides	 great	
memories	 for	 those	who	have	 been	 there	 already.		 Long	may	 this	 great	 soul	 live	 and	 bring	
more	friends	to	Tanzania	to	see	this	wonderful	creation.		
	
I	am	also	grateful	to	contribute	to	the	foreword	for	Michael’s	Photo	
Journal.	 Over	 the	 years	 I’ve	 enjoyed	 many	 days	 on	 safari	 with	
Michael.								
	 	

I	was	born	 in	 the	Manyara	 region	of	Tanzania,	 surrounded	
by	farmlands	near	Lake	Manyara	National	Park.		Growing	up	there	I	
developed	 a	 deep	 understanding	 and	 strong	 interest	 in	 nature.	 	 I	
studied	wildlife	and	how	to	be	a	safari	guide.	I’ve	lead	both	vehicle	
and	walking	 safaris	–	being	a	walking	 safari	 guide	 is	 the	ultimate	
experience	 requiring	 reactions	 to	 subtle	movements	 and	 changes	
most	people	don’t	notice.	I	enjoy	meeting	people	from	all	over	the	
world	and	learning	about	their	way	of	life	and	what	brings	them	to	
Tanzania.	I	spend	my	spare	time	with	family	and	continue	working	
with	locals	on	improving	farming	techniques.		
	

Peter	Nanyaro	
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My	relationship	with	Michael	began	in	2006	when	he	and	his	wife	Susan	visited	Klein’s	

Camp	 in	 the	 northern	 Serengeti,	 I	 was	 their	 guide	 and	 driver.	 Since	 then	 we've	 enjoyed	
numerous	safari	 experiences	 together	 (often	with	Susan)	and	 together	with	Vicky	summited	
Mount	Kilimanjaro	(the	highest	peak	in	Africa)	in	2017.		As	I	flip	through	the	pages	of	Michael's	
Photo	Journal	I’m	reminded	of	the	overwhelming	uniqueness	of	Tanzania	and	how	very	special	
the	opportunity	to	visit	and	participate	in	a	wildlife	safari	experience	must	be	for	the	traveler.		
I	 imagine	 the	 joy	 and	 anticipation	 readers	 may	 have	 as	 they	 prepare	 for	 their	 first	 safari	
experience	and	have	Michael's	book	as	their	guide.						
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Introduction	
Since	the	initial	writing	of	East	Africa	Wildlife	Safari:	A	Photo	Journal	in	2011,	I’ve	returned	to	
East	 Africa	 three	 times:	 2013,	 2016,	 2017.	 Two	 of	 these	 return	 trips	 were	 spent	 helping	
coordinate	two-week	long	safaris	in	Kenya	and	one	was	a	return	trip	to	Tanzania	with	Susan	
and	 friends.	 	During	 these	visits,	new	 locations	were	explored	and	new	wildlife	observed	 so	
additions	 to	 the	 journal	 seemed	warranted	 as	 well	 as	 the	 opportunity	 to	 replace	 photos	 of	
some	wildlife	 highlighted	 earlier.	 I	 still	 love	 participating	 in	 a	wildlife	 safari:	 raising	 before	
sunrise,	slowly	and	quietly	maneuvering	a	safari	vehicle	down	a	bumpy	dirt	road	so	as	not	to	
dramatically	disturb	wildlife	going	about	their	morning	activities,	eagerly	anticipating	the	next	
surprise	 encounters.	 These	 are	 special	 moments	 that	 make	 me	 feel	 both	 truly	 alive	 and	
connected	in	special	ways	to	other	living	things.		Now,	I	find	myself	helping	coordinate	a	two-
week	long	safari	to	Tanzania	with	local	guide	friends	Vicky	Simbeye	and	Peter	Nanyaro	and	in	
need	of	a	revised	Photo	Journal	to	share	with	future	safari	participants.		

In	addition	to	the	inclusion	of	twenty	animals	and	birds	in	this	new	addition	a	number	
of	wildlife	photos	from	the	previous	edition	were	replaced.		I’ve	also	added	a	Species	Behavior	
Check-List	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 book	 to	 chart	 both	 wildlife	 and	 their	 behavior	 while	 on	 safari.	
Hopefully,	 this	 addition	 encourages	 safari	 participants	 to	 patiently	 observe	 wildlife	 in	 their	
natural	settings	and	not	minimally	notch	or	check-off	wildlife	seen.		Also,	the	title	was	changed	
to	be	more	inclusive	of	similar	wildlife	encounters	in	other	Game	Reserves	and	National	Parks	
in	 Africa,	 such	 as	 South	 Africa;	 I’m	 also	 in	 early	 stages	 of	 planning	 visits	 to	 Botswana	 and	
Zimbabwe.			

I	 still	 believe	 spending	 time	 surrounded	 by	 the	 rich	 savannas	 of	 East	 Africa	 and	 its	
inhabitants	 is	 truly	humbling,	 spiritually	rewarding,	and	 familiar.	 	For	me,	 time	spent	on	 the	
savanna	 (on	 safari)	 enriches	 my	 life	 deeply	 while	 reminding	 me	 of	 our	 roots	 as	 a	 species,	
encouraging	me	 to	 acknowledge	 all	 the	 bonds	 that	 link	 living	 things.	 Perhaps	 it	will	 do	 the	
same	for	you.			

A	very	special	thank	you	to	all	those	who	have	read	this	book	and	provided	suggestions,	
especially	to	Susan	and	Karen	who	carefully	edited	the	2011	edition	and	to	Susan	for	assisting	
with	 all	 the	 new	 additions	 to	 this	 book.	 Also,	 a	 thank	 you	 to	 all	 the	 helpful	 rangers,	 guides,	
trackers,	and	drivers	I’ve	had	the	good	fortune	to	safari	with	over	the	years.		Finally,	a	special	
thanks	to	Vicky	Simbeye	and	Peter	Nanyaro	 for	agreeing	to	write	 the	Foreword	for	 this	new	
edition	and	for	being	my	rafikis	(my	friends).		
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Introduction	(2011)	
Indescribable.		That	is	the	task	before	me.		How	do	you	write	about	an	experience	that	truly	is	
beyond	description?		Capturing	in	words	the	sights,	sounds,	smells	and	even	tastes	of	an	East	
Africa	wildlife	 safari	 is	 a	 difficult	 task.	 	 But,	 perhaps	with	 the	 inclusion	 of	 some	photos	 and	
personal	reflections,	you	will	get	a	sense	of	what	awaits	if	you	choose	to	visit	East	Africa,	and	
while	 there,	 spend	some	 time	surrounded	by	 the	most	diverse	collection	of	wildlife	you	will	
likely	ever	encounter.				
	 I	will	always	remember	my	 first	 full	day	 in	East	Africa;	 it	was	 June	24th,	2004.	 	Susan	
and	I	arrived	at	Jomo	Kenyatta	International	Airport	in	Nairobi,	Kenya	shortly	after	sunset	on	
June	23rd.		Having	spent	nearly	twenty	hours	flying	from	Denver	to	Nairobi	we	were	exhausted	
but	could	not	sleep.		Early	in	the	morning	there	was	a	gentle	tap	at	our	door	and	a	welcoming	
“jambo,”	 a	melodic	 greeting	 that	 began	 each	day	during	our	 stay	 in	East	Africa.	 	We	quickly	
showered,	 ate	 a	 sumptuous	breakfast	 and	were	whisked	 away	 to	 catch	 a	 flight	 to	 the	Masai	
Mara	via	a	small	12-14	seat	plane	that	made	a	number	of	stops	at	various	safari	camps	along	
the	way.				
	 Finally,	we	reached	the	Olorukoti	Plain,	just	outside	the	northern	boundary	of	the	Masai	
Mara	National	Reserve.		From	the	landing	strip	to	our	safari	lodge	was	only	about	three	miles,	
but	along	the	way	we	encountered	giraffes,	buffalos,	gazelles,	zebras,	wildebeest	and	baboons	
and,	 for	 the	 first	 time,	 listened	 to	 the	 sounds	 of	 safari:	 the	 repetitive	 chants	 of	 ring-necked	
doves,	roar	of	lions	and	elephants,	and	that	unique	baying	of	herds	of	zebra	and	wildebeest.		In	
less	 than	 an	 hour,	 our	wildlife	 safari	 already	 exceeded	 expectations.	 	 After	 a	 relaxing	 lunch	
served	outdoors	with	a	spectacular	view	of	moving	wildlife	on	the	Olorukoti	Plain,	we	quickly	
unpacked	and	joined	our	guide	for	the	first	of	many	leisurely	(unhurried,	relaxed,	and	rather	
intimate)	 safaris.	 	 In	 addition	 to	 the	wildlife	 already	 seen,	we	 experienced	our	 first	 pride	 of	
lions	 and	 first	 parade	 of	 elephants.	 	We	 also	 saw	dozens	 of	 different	 species	 of	 birds	 and	 a	
mind-boggling	assortment	of	antelope.			
	 After	experiencing	our	 first	sundowner	(sipping	a	glass	of	wine	and	watching	the	sun	
descend	behind	an	acacia	 tree	punctuated	 landscape),	 Susan	and	 I	 returned	 to	 the	 lodge	 for	
dinner	and	then	to	bed.		But	again,	we	could	not	sleep;	this	time	it	was	because	we	could	not	
believe	how	richly	exciting	our	first	full	day	in	East	Africa	had	been.	
	 Since	June	2004,	I	have	returned	to	East	Africa	to	participate	in	summer	wildlife	safaris	
four	times:	2006,	2007,	2008,	and	2009.		Each	safari	provided	increasingly	richer	experiences;	
in	part,	because	during	the	past	six	years	I	have	learned	more	and	more	about	the	landscape	of	
East	 Africa	 and	 the	 behavior	 of	 its	 grand	 diversity	 of	 wildlife.	 	 I	 have	 also	 taken	 a	 lot	 of	
photographs.		In	the	pages	that	follow	you	are	introduced	to	over	one	hundred	wildlife	species.		
Though	there	is	no	guarantee	you	will	see	all	the	wildlife	represented,	it	is	likely	you	will	see	or	
at	least	hear	most	of	them,	as	well	as	some	not	depicted.	 	Your	odds	increase	if	you	spend	at	
least	five	days	on	safari	and	if	 included	in	your	stay	are	any	of	the	following:	the	Masai	Mara	
National	Reserve,	Serengeti	National	Park,	or	the	Ngorongoro	Crater.				
	 In	addition	to	photographs	I	have	included	some	basic	information	about	each	species	
liberally	borrowed	from	an	assortment	of	online	sources	and	field	guidebooks	(see	Reference	
List)	as	well	as	from	personal	observation.	 	This	material	attempts	to	address	many	common	
questions	asked	while	on	safari	as	well	as	some	personal	notes	about	each	species:	generally,	
when	and	where	I	have	encountered	each	and	some	of	 their	distinguishing	characteristics.	 	 I	
have	truly	enjoyed	my	time	on	safari	and	sense	you	will	too.			
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Photographing	Wildlife	
Part	 of	 the	 excitement	 of	 an	 East	 Africa	 Wildlife	 Safari	 is	 the	 opportunity	 to	 capture	 the	
experience	 in	 photographs	 or	 video	 recordings.	 	 Unfortunately,	 this	 may	 not	 be	 a	 skill	 the	
adventurer	already	possesses.	 	Individuals	sometimes	assume	they	will	learn	all	they	need	to	
know	about	 taking	quality	photos	while	on	safari.	 	After	all,	how	difficult	can	photographing	
wildlife	be?	 	 In	part,	with	all	 the	advancements	 in	new	point-and-shoot	 cameras,	 it	 is	 rather	
easy	to	take	clear	photographs	–	set	the	camera	on	an	automatic	setting	and	shoot	away.		But,	
the	 photographs	 you	want	 to	 take	 (high	 quality	 photos	 you	 can	 enlarge,	 print	 and	 proudly	
share	 with	 friends)	 generally	 take	 preparation,	 experience,	 and	 understanding	 your	
equipment.		To	help	with	your	preparation	I	have	included	my	top	ten	things	to	do	before	and	
during	your	wildlife	safari.			
	

1. Bring	 plenty	 of	 memory	 cards.	 	 Generally,	 plan	 to	 bring	 twice	 the	 memory	 cards	 or	
cassettes	you	think	you	will	need.		Especially	with	digital	cameras,	it	is	not	uncommon	
to	shoot	many	more	photographs	than	anticipated.		I	have	seen	lots	of	adventurers	run	
out	of	memory	cards	half	way	into	their	safari.	

2. Bring	plenty	of	batteries	as	well	as	a	battery	charger.		As	with	the	first	suggestion,	there	
is	nothing	more	unnerving	 for	a	photographer	than	to	have	a	camera	battery	go	dead	
and	not	have	a	replacement	available.		Charge	your	used	batteries	frequently	and	bring	
an	international	plug	converter	for	East	Africa	–	inexpensive	and	rather	easy	to	find	and	
purchase	online.	

3. Read	your	camera	manual	and	bring	it	with	you.	 	Easy	to	say,	I	know,	but	often	hard	to	
accomplish	–	good	intentions	and	all	that	–	but	do	bring	the	manual	with	you.		You	will	
have	 “quality”	 time	 to	 learn	 about	 your	 equipment	while	 relaxing	 around	 a	 lodge	 or	
traveling	in	a	safari	vehicle.	

4. Bring	at	least	two	cameras.		If	taking	safari	photos	is	important,	have	a	backup.		Cameras	
do	 fall	 and	 sometimes	 break.	 	 The	 back-up	 can	 be	 a	 less	 expensive	 point-and-shoot	
camera.	

5. Have	zoom	lens	capability	(ideally	28-300m).		You	will	often	find	yourself	rather	close	to	
wildlife	so	you	do	not	generally	need	a	heavy	long	lens	but	you	do	need	a	versatile	one:	
a	camera/lens	that	allows	you	to	shoot	images	both	close	and	farther	away.	

6. Bring	 a	 monopod	 or	 appropriate	 support	 for	 holding	 your	 camera.	 	 A	 key	 to	 taking	
quality	 images	 is	 that	 the	 camera	 is	 stable	 (not	 moving)	 when	 taking	 photographs.	
Consider	how	you	will	 support	your	camera	(perhaps	using	a	medium-size	bean	bag)	
and	generally	never	take	photos	from	a	vehicle	that	is	still	running.					

7. Organize	your	camera	equipment.		Have	a	camera	bag,	sling	or	vest	to	help	organize	all	
your	 gear	 (cleaning	 cloths,	 lens	 dust	 blowers,	 pouches	 for	 carrying	 batteries	 and	
memory	cards,	etc.).	

8. Practice	with	your	camera	at	a	local	zoo	or	park.	 	Prior	to	your	safari	frequently	visit	a	
local	 park,	 farm,	 zoo,	 or	 wildlife	 sanctuary	 and	 experiment	 with	 your	 equipment	 –	
especially	experiment	with	taking	photos	of	moving	animals.	

9. When	approaching	wildlife,	remain	calm,	quiet,	and	respectful.		Often	your	best	photos	of	
wildlife	will	be	the	initial	ones	when	you	first	approach	them.	 	Wild	animals	generally	
spend	a	few	minutes	figuring	out	who	you	are	and	your	intentions,	so	do	not	give	them	
any	reason	to	flee	prematurely.		

10. Bring	 a	 good	 pair	 of	 binoculars.	 	 After	 a	 while	 you	 will	 find	 that	 just	 being	 around	
wildlife	is	rewarding	and	that	you	do	not	need	to	always	be	taking	photographs.	
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EAST	AFRICA	LANDSCAPE	
(From	Grassland	Savanna	to	the	Great	Rift	Valley)	

	
	
A	major	reason	you	will	see	such	amazing	wildlife	diversity	during	your	safari	is	because	the	
landscape	 itself	 is	 so	 diverse.	 	 The	 “iconic”	 landscape	 image	 is	 the	 rich	 grassland	 savanna	
depicted	in	photo	#1	(tommy	gazelles	and	acacia	trees,	Masai	Mara	National	Reserve,	Kenya).	
These	rich	grasslands	support	the	largest	amount	of	wildlife	diversity	you	will	likely	see	during	
safari:	 lions,	cheetahs,	hyenas,	African	buffalos,	zebras,	and	lots	and	lots	of	different	antelope	
species.	 	 Next,	 in	 photo	 #2,	 is	 a	 baobab	 lined	 bushland	 (assortment	 of	 wildlife	 eating	 and	
shading,	Tarangire	National	Park,	Tanzania).	Bushland	habitats	provide	 food	and	cover	 for	a	
host	of	wildlife	such	as	elephants,	the	rarely	seen	black	rhino,	as	well	as	small	antelopes	such	
as	dik-diks.	Photo	#3	captures	another	common	safari	landscape,	a	riverbank	or	drainage	lined	
with	 trees	 (Serengeti	 National	 Park,	 Tanzania).	 These	 are	 wonderful	 habitats	 for	 elusive	
leopards,	as	well	as	giraffes,	baboons	and	impalas.		And	then	there	are	the	mighty	rivers	such	
as	the	Mara	and	Grumeti.		It	is	these	rivers	that	host	some	of	the	major	wildlife	dramas	in	East	
Africa.	 	Wildlife	 such	 as	wildebeest	 in	 photo	#4	 (Mara	River,	Masai	Mara	National	 Reserve)	
navigate	 these	 rivers	 to	 reach	 lush	 grasses	 or	 return	 home	 to	 mate	 and	 give	 birth;	 often	
awaiting	 them	 are	 massive	 and	 ferocious	 Nile	 crocodiles.	 	 Also	 lining	 the	 landscape	 are	
assortments	of	kopjes,	rock	outcrops	that	form	mounds	such	as	the	one	depicted	in	photo	#5	
(Serengeti	National	Park).		Small	animals	such	as	hyraxes	and	graceful	klipspringers,	as	well	as	
snakes	such	as	the	large	African	rock	python,	find	shelter,	food	and	warmth	on	kopjes.		Photo	
#6	captures	the	Great	Rift	Valley,	one	of	the	most	expressive	landscapes	of	East	Africa	(north	
rim	of	 the	Rift	Valley	near	Lake	Manyara,	Tanzania).	 	The	valley	 is	a	gigantic	geological	 fault	
that	 stretches	around	 four	 thousand	miles	 from	the	Dead	Sea	 to	Mozambique.	 	Here	we	 just	
stand	in	awe.	
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EAST	AFRICA	LANDSCAPE	
(From	Mount	Kenya	to	Zanzibar	Beaches)	

 
	
But	we	are	not	finished;	we	have	actually	just	begun	to	encounter	the	diverse	landscape	of	East	
Africa.	 	 	 Though	 seldom	 seen,	 the	 presence	 of	 two	 large	mountains	 provide	 rather	 austere	
heights	 to	 the	 landscape:	Mount	Kilimanjaro	(over	19,000	 feet	 in	northern	Tanzania)	and	 its	
smaller	 sister	 to	 the	 north,	 Mount	 Kenya	 (around	 17,000	 feet,	 photo	 #7,	 taken	 from	 the	
Mountain	Lodge	in	central	Kenya).	 	Our	dominant	bookend	landscapes	are	the	mountaintops	
and	white	 sandy	 beaches	 (photo	 #12,	Mnemba	 Island,	 Zanzibar).	 	 In	 between	 you	will	 find	
different	kinds	of	lakes.		There	are	large	alkaline	lakes	like	Lake	Natron	in	northern	Tanzania,	
and	Lake	Nakuru	in	Central	Kenya	(photo	#	8,	one	of	the	Rift	Valley	lakes).		These	lakes	attract	
thousands	of	flamingos,	as	well	as	storks	and	pelicans.		Then	there	are	freshwater	lakes	(fish-
rich)	such	as	Lake	Baringo,	also	a	Rift	Valley	lake,	(photo	#9)	home	to	hippos,	crocodiles	and	
fish	eagles.	 	And	 throughout	 the	 landscape	are	reminders	of	 the	volcanic	past	 that	produced	
the	 rich	 vegetation	 of	 the	 Serengeti	 Plains	 and	 Masai	 Mara.	 	 The	 landscape	 is	 lined	 with	
dormant	and	bubbling	volcanos	such	as	Ol	Doinyo	Lengai	 (“The	Mountain	of	God”	 for	native	
peoples),	and	the	most	intact	caldera	in	the	world,	Ngorongoro	(photo	#10).		The	Ngorongoro	
Crater,	in	northern	Tanzania,	is	about	12	miles	wide	and	18	miles	long;	it	is	an	unbroken	crater	
that	 is	 home	 to	 an	 especially	 large	 assortment	 of	wildlife	 (a	 very	popular	 safari	 location	 for	
travelers	with	 little	 time	and	 lots	of	money	as	the	entrance	 fee	 is	over	$100.00	a	day.	 	Other	
reminders	 of	 the	 volcanic	makeup	 of	 the	 landscape	 are	 the	 various	 hot	 springs	 and	 geysers	
such	as	those	found	at	Lake	Bogoria,	in	the	northern	Rift	Valley	of	Kenya	(photo	#11).	 	All	in	
all,	you	will	find	a	vast	assortment	of	habitat	in	East	Africa	and	therefore	a	vast	assortment	of	
wildlife	awaits	you.	
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BLACK-AND-WHITE	COLOBUS	(Mbega	mweupe*)	

	
Description:	

• Size:	 ranging	 from	 15-30lbs,	 males	 larger	 and	 can	
approach	40lbs;	length	25”	

• Diet:	primarily	leaves	from	a	few	select	trees	
• Lifespan:	up	to	24	years	in	captivity	
• Social	Organization:	small	harems	(1	alpha	male	with	3-4	

related	females,	and	a	few	little	ones);	young	males	leave	
the	troop	around	4	years	

• Voice:	a	number	of	sounds,	can	especially	hear	the	alpha	
male	early	in	the	morning	

• Mating	&	Gestation:	breed	all	year,	females	typically	have	
one	infant	after	5-6	months	gestation	

• Predators:		preyed	on	by	leopards	and	large	eagles.	
	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:	 forests.	 I	 saw	 my	 first	 black–and-white	 colobus	
monkey	in	2007	at	the	Mountain	Lodge	north	of	Nairobi.		It	was	
about	one	o’clock	in	the	afternoon	and	there	was	a	troop	of	these	monkeys	swinging	on	trees.		I	
watched	them	for	nearly	an	hour	–	almost	missing	lunch.		I	had	never	seen	such	large	monkeys	
swinging	so	gracefully.		The	next	troop	I	saw	was	in	Lake	Nakuru	National	Park.		This	time	they	
were	not	flying	around	the	trees	but	were	eating	and	nursing	–	saw	a	beautiful	infant	(unique	
pink	face	and	all	white	coat).		Since	2007,	I’ve	experienced	black-and-white	colobus	monkeys	a	
few	 times	 while	 on	 safari	 (they	 are	 residents	 at	 Lake	 Naivasha	 Sopa	 Lodge	 in	 Kenya)	 and	
always	appreciate	seeing	them.				
	
Interesting	Tidbits:	
Stoic	 looking	 and	 simply	 beautiful,	 these	 monkeys	 ruminate	 like	 pronghorns	 and	 antelope.	
They	have	two-part	stomachs,	allowing	them	to	eat	and	digest	 leaves	other	primates	cannot.		
Interestingly,	they	possess	a	stump	for	a	thumb	(colobus	is	Greek	for	“mutilated”)	that	does	not	
bother	their	ability	to	grasp	and	leap	from	branch	to	branch,	but	they	may	be	less	stable	on	the	
ground.		They	are	also	quite	territorial	and	do	not	need	a	lot	of	space.		When	resting,	they	can	
remind	 you	 of	 an	 old	man	 bent	 over.	 	 For	 ceremonial	 costume,	 native	 peoples	 such	 as	 the	
Kikuyu	used	their	beautiful	skins;	their	long	white	tails	were	also	used	as	fly	swatters.	
_________________________		
*	When	available,	the	Swahili	name	for	the	animals	is	also	included.	
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								SAVANNA	BABOON	(Nyani)	

	
Description:	

• Size:	 ranging	 from	 26-57lbs,	 males	 generally	 twice	 as	
large	as	females;	length	20-32”	

• Diet:	very	opportunistic,	seen	eating	leaves,	fruit,	insects	
and	even	meat		

• Lifespan:	up	to	20	years		
• Social	 Organization:	 based	 on	 availability	 of	 food,	 troop	

size	ranges	from	10	to	over	100;	lead	by	dominant	males	
and	family	units	of	related	females	and	offspring			

• Voice:	very	vocal;	sounds	include	barks	and	screams	
• Mating	 &	 Gestation:	 breed	 throughout	 the	 year	 (six-

month	gestation),	 females	give	birth	every	other	year	to	
one	infant	who	clings	to	her	for	up	to	three	months			

• Predators:		given	their	large	size,	preyed	on	by	leopards,	
lions,	jackals	and	crocodiles.	

	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:		riparian	and	savanna-woodlands	edge	areas.		You	can	find	baboons	in	many	habitats,	
but	generally	near	water	and	trees.		Fleetingly,	I	saw	my	first	troop	of	baboons	in	2004	as	they	
crossed	a	 road	and	scurried	up	a	hillside.	 	But,	beginning	with	safaris	 in	2006	 I	experienced	
troops	 of	 baboons	 frequently.	 	 They	 seem	 to	 eat	 whatever	 is	 available.	 I	 have	 seen	 them	
munching	acacia	pods,	 lily	pads,	 fruit	 and	even	bones.	 	Unlike	 the	 colobus	monkey,	baboons	
seem	equally	comfortable	 in	 trees	and	on	the	ground.	 	Baboons	tend	not	 to	be	shy;	 they	can	
even	be	found	near	lodges.		Male	baboons	have	powerful	canine	teeth	so	do	not	startle	them.		
	
Interesting	Tidbits:	
A	troop	of	baboons	is	fascinating	to	watch	(a	bit	like	experiencing	a	big	family	reunion):	little	
ones	are	playing,	mothers	are	nursing,	and	guys	are	hanging	out	or	being	groomed.		Also,	it	is	
not	uncommon	to	see	an	infant	riding	mother	like	a	jockey	rides	a	horse.		Baboons	have	dog-	
like	snouts,	shoulders	higher	than	hindquarters,	and	as	noted	above,	males	have	sharp	fangs.		
Though	they	may	appear	to	be	just	hanging	out,	dominate	males	keep	a	watchful	eye	on	things	
and	are	especially	vigilant	of	you	and	leopards.	(Leopards	are	attracted	to	similar	habitats	as	
baboons	so	if	you	are	seeing	“relaxed”	baboons	you	are	not	likely	to	see	leopards	nearby.)	
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SYKES	MONKEY	(Nchima)	

 
Description:	

• Size:	 ranging	 from	 9-16lbs;	 length	 20-26”;	 males	
considerably	larger	than	females		

• Diet:	 eats	mainly	 leaves	 and	 fruit	 but	 opportunistic	 and	
will	eat	insects	and	eggs;	has	cheek	pouches	to	carry	food	
while	it	forages	

• Lifespan:	probably	around	20	years		
• Social	Organization:	 family	 troops	 that	 range	 from	1-20	

individuals,	 harem	 of	 females	 often	 related,	 presided	
over	by	mature	male	

• Voice:	 	 chirping	 contact	 call,	 gruff	 cough	when	alarmed;	
when	 protecting	 territory,	 males	 can	 give	 a	 deep	
booming	call		

• Mating	&	Gestation:	 females	give	birth	 to	1	young	at	 all	
times	of	year	after	5-month	gestation				

• Predators:	leopards,	large	eagles	and	pythons.			
	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:	 	evergreen	forests.	 	I’ve	seen	sykes	monkeys	twice.	 	The	first	time	was	in	a	forested	
camp	just	north	of	the	Masai	Mara	in	Kenya.		They	were	easier	heard	than	seen.		Being	rather	
shy	 monkeys,	 I	 caught	 a	 glimpse	 of	 them	 in	 the	 surrounding	 forest	 but	 was	 never	 able	 to	
photograph	any.		That	changed	when	I	was	at	the	Mountain	Lodge	in	central	Kenya	–	the	same	
lodge	 where	 I	 saw	 the	 colobus	 monkeys.	 	 At	 this	 lodge,	 again	 surrounded	 by	 forest,	 sykes	
monkeys	were	actually	lodge	pests,	commonly	breaking	into	rooms	of	guests.	 	One	afternoon	
returning	 to	 their	 room	 friends	 of	mine	 found	 four	 sykes	monkeys	 rummaging	 through	 and	
around	a	nightstand.	 	When	the	door	opened,	the	monkeys	quickly	departed	through	a	slight	
opening	in	the	window;	with	them	they	carried	off	a	bottle	of	vitamins	and	a	package	of	lemon	
drops.		So,	if	you	are	fortunate	enough	to	actually	see	these	monkeys	be	alert.	
	
Interesting	Tidbits:	
My	favorite,	chunky	monkey,	Sykes	monkeys	are	a	beautiful	bluish	gray	color	with	a	very	long	
tail,	distinct	snow-white	collar	around	the	throat	and	chest.		Their	coat	is	dense	and	thick	but	
color	can	vary	(greenish	to	reddish).		Given	their	plump	size	and	lovely	coats,	some	indigenous	
groups	ate	these	monkeys	for	food	and	traders	often	sold	their	beautiful	fur	pelts.				
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VERVET	MONKEY	(Tumbili)	

	
Description:	

• Size:	 	 ranging	 from	 7-20lbs,	 males	 generally	 twice	 as	
large	as	females;	length	18-33”		

• Diet:	 opportunistic	 omnivore	 –	 grass,	 fruits,	 buds,	
flowers,	 insects,	 eggs	 from	 nests,	 etc.	 –	 but	 get	most	 of	
their	food	from	trees	

• Lifespan:	up	to	20	years			
• Social	 Organization:	 	 strict	 male	 dominance	 with	 troop	

size	generally	of	8-40	but	could	be	larger	
• Voice:	various	chirps,	calls,	and	stuttering	alarm	call	
• Mating	&	Gestation:	 	 females	give	birth	to	1	young	at	all	

times	of	year	after	5.5-month	gestation		
• Predators:	 	 leopards,	 servals,	 large	 eagles,	 crocodiles,	

pythons,	even	male	baboons.	
	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:		found	in	many	settings	but	favor	the	safety	acacia	woodlands	provide	and	large	trees	
located	 near	water;	 also	 hang	 out	 around	 tea	 and	 coffee	 plantations.	 	 I	 saw	my	 first	 vervet	
monkeys	in	2006	when	staying	at	a	lodge	bordered	by	a	large	coffee	plantation.	 	Susan	and	I	
woke	the	first	morning	in	Arusha	to	find	a	few	vervets	peeking	into	the	bedroom	from	our	deck	
–	curtains	were	drawn	but	around	six	inches	of	window	was	exposed	under	the	curtains	–	they	
hunkered	down	near	the	curtain	opening	and	peered	in	as	if	to	ask	us	when	we	were	getting	
up.		We	just	smiled.		When	I	have	seen	vervets	in	more	natural	settings	they	have	often	been	in	
woodland-edge	areas	near	grassland	savannas.			
	
Interesting	Tidbits:		
Vervets	 are	 the	 smallest	 of	 the	monkeys	mentioned	 here	 and	 are	 awfully	 cute.	 	 They	 have	
beautiful	 light	colored	silky	coats,	black	faces	bordered	by	a	white	brow,	a	white	ruff	around	
their	 cheeks,	 and	beautiful	 large	hazel	 colored	 eyes.	 	 Vervets	 can	be	 strongly	 territorial	 and	
troop	 size	 can	be	 fairly	 large.	 	 In	2016	on	 the	northern	Serengeti	we	experienced	a	 raucous	
troop	 of	 vervets	 high	 in	 trees	 disturbed	 and	 very	 unsettled	 by	 the	 presence	 of	 a	 nearby	
leopard.				
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THICK-TAILED	BUSHBABY	(Komba	ya	miombo)	

	
Description:	

• Size:	 	 ranging	 from	 2-3lbs,	 males	 slightly	 larger	 than	
females;	length	13-14”;	tail	14-18”	

• Diet:	 opportunistic	 omnivore	 –	 gum	 licks,	 fruits,	 seeds,	
and	small	invertebrates		

• Lifespan:	up	to	14	years			
• Social	 Organization:	 female-led	 with	 dominant	 males	

forming	 sleeping	 groups	 with	 females	 and	 young	 and	
defending	smaller	home	ranges	

• Voice:	variety	of	discrete	calls,	most	known	for	a	cawing	
reminiscent	of	a	baby’s	wail	

• Mating	&	Gestation:		seasonal	breeder	females	give	birth	
to	1-3	young	after	18-week	gestation		

• Predators:	 	 largest	birds	of	prey	as	well	as	 leopards	and	
hyenas	when	on	the	ground.			

	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:	 	Evergreen	 forest	 and	 riparian	bush,	 subsisting	mainly	on	 fruits	 and	gums	but	also	
nectar,	 seeds	 and	 insects	 (the	 existence	 of	 fruit	 may	 be	most	 important).	 	 The	 Thick-tailed	
bushbaby	 is	 a	 lovely	 creature,	 reminding	me	more	of	 a	bushy	house	 cat	 than	a	wild	 animal.	
Perhaps	that	is	because	I	only	once	saw	one	up	close	at	the	Ark	Lodge,	Aberdare	National	Park	
in	Kenya.	 	It	was	late	afternoon	at	a	bird	feeder	and	a	quite	chunky	bushbaby	was	devouring	
fruit	and	bread.	 	But,	 I’ve	often	heard	 the	unforgettable	bushbaby	cry	coming	 from	a	nearby	
forest	(sounding	like	a	baby’s	wail)	and	have	seen	the	big	eyes	of	a	few	staring	at	our	vehicle	
during	evening	game	drives.		
	
Interesting	Tidbits:		
Bushbabies	are	an	exclusively	African	family	and	among	the	earliest	primates.		Being	nocturnal	
they	are	 seldom	seen	BUT	 they	are	often	heard.	 	As	 for	appearance,	 the	color	of	 thick-tailed	
bushbabies	 varies	 from	 pale	 gray	 to	 a	 brownish	 –	 they	 have	 rounded	 heads,	 short	 pointed	
noses,	 large	rounded	ears,	 thick	coat	and	a	soft	wooly	bushy	tail	 longer	than	head	and	body.		
They	 also	 have	 large	 reflective	 eyes	 (frontally	 placed	 and	 immobile	 in	 their	 sockets	 like	 an	
owl),	long	slender	digits	on	hands	and	feet	with	opposable	thumb	and	big	toe.		Bushbabies	run	
and	walk	along	tree	limbs	like	a	monkey.				
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CHEETAH	(Duma)	

	
Description:	

• Size:	 	ranging	from	80-125lbs,	males	slightly	larger	than	
females;	length	4’-	4’8”;	height	2’4”-	2’8”		

• Diet:	carnivores	–	hunt	medium-size	and	small	antelope,	
also	young	of	larger	animals	such	as	wildebeest	

• Lifespan:	10	years			
• Social	 Organization:	 	 females	 are	 solitary	 except	 when	

mating	 or	 when	 they	 have	 cubs;	 males	 will	 fight	 over	
ownership	of	territory	

• Voice:	high-pitched,	bird-like	contact	call;	they	also	purr,	
growl,	spit	and	hiss	when	threatened	

• Mating	&	Gestation:	females	give	birth	to	1-6	young	at	all	
times	of	year	after	3-month	gestation		

• Predators:	 	 lions	 and	 leopards;	 cubs	 are	 particularly	 at	
risk	of	attack	by	hyenas,	jackals,	eagles	and	snakes.	

	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:		open	and	partially	open	savannas	but	increasingly	getting	harder	and	harder	to	see.		
During	 our	 first	 safari	 in	 2004,	 Susan	 and	 I	 observed	 a	 number	 of	 cheetahs.	 	 One	 of	 the	
highlights	 was	 watching	 two	 brothers	 stretching	 and	 observing	 the	 savanna	 from	 top	 of	 a	
termite	mound.		Later	that	same	safari	we	observed	a	female	and	two	yearling	cubs.		Since	then	
I	have	only	seen	cheetahs	a	few	times	but	each	sighting	memorable.	In	2016,	for	example,	we	
watched	a	female	cheetah	call	her	four	cubs	to	join	her	at	a	recently	killed	Thomson	gazelle.							
	
Interesting	Tidbits:		
Smallest	of	our	Big	Three	Cats,	 the	cheetah	is	certainly	the	fastest	–	sprinting	speed	up	to	70	
mph	but	lacks	staying	power;	must	run	down	prey	within	distance	of	around	300	yards.		I	once	
watched	a	cheetah	stalk	a	Thomson	(Tommy)	gazelle	for	close	to	an	hour	but	the	tommy	was	
startled	from	grazing	by	another	gazelle,	sniffed	the	cheetah	and	was	off.	 	The	cheetah	raced	
after	 it	 for	 a	 bit	 but	 returned	empty-handed.	 	Because	 they	 tend	 to	hunt	during	 the	day	 the	
cheetah	can	be	fascinating	to	watch	and	is	easily	my	favorite	East	Africa	animal.		It	has	a	slight	
and	light	athletic	build,	thin	waist,	long	legs,	and	an	elegant	(and	very	distinctive)	“tear	stain”	
below	each	eye.		Unfortunately,	the	cheetah	shares	the	savanna	with	a	larger	cat	(i.e.,	the	lion)	
that	tends	to	resent	its	presence	so	it	gets	pushed	out	of	prime	habitats.	
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LION	(Simba)	

	
Description:	

• Size:		largest	African	carnivore,	ranging	from	250-550lbs,	
males	larger	than	females;	length	5’-7’;	height	3’4”-	4’		

• Diet:	 varies	 according	 to	 availability,	 capable	 of	 taking	
down	a	wide	variety	of	large	herbivores		

• Lifespan:	up	to	20	years	for	females,	less	for	males		
• Social	Organization:		very	social	cats,	the	pride	(group)	is	

generally	 made	 up	 of	 2-4	 males,	 a	 group	 of	 related	
females	and	cubs	–	pride	size	can	reach	30	members	

• Voice:	 a	very	distinctive	 loud	and	vibrating	 roar,	 can	be	
heard	for	up	to	three	miles	

• Mating	 &	 Gestation:	 	 females	 (lionesses)	 give	 birth	 in	
thickets	or	sheltered	areas	to	2-4	cubs	at	all	times	of	year	
after	5.5	months	gestation	

• Predators:	injured	and	old	lions	are	sometimes	eaten	by	
hyenas;	cubs	are	prey	to	leopards,	jackals	and	male	lions.	

	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:		open	and	partially	open	savannas,	thickets	and	shade	during	the	heat	of	the	day,	as	
well	as	kopjes	and	termite	mounds	for	good	viewing.		Because	lions	generally	hunt	during	the	
night	 or	 at	 dawn	or	 dusk,	 and	 spend	most	 of	 the	 day	 relaxing,	 you	will	 generally	 find	 them	
enjoying	a	good	snooze.		When	your	safari	vehicle	approaches	slumbering	lions,	a	few	may	lift	
their	heads	and	check	you	out	but	most	will	 likely	 ignore	you,	unless	cubs	are	around.	 	Like	
typical	youngsters,	cubs	would	rather	play	than	sleep;	few	youngsters	are	more	entertaining	to	
watch	than	lion	cubs.	 	Each	time	visiting	the	national	parks	and	game	reserves	 in	Kenya	and	
Tanzania	 I	 have	 seen	 plenty	 of	 lions	 (sleeping,	 eating,	 mating,	 stalking	 prey,	 and	 again	
sleeping);	usually	at	least	once	during	each	visit	I	spend	some	time	watching	lion	cubs.			
	
Interesting	Tidbits:	
This	 is	 the	 animal	 safari	 travelers	 generally	 come	 to	 see	 and	 they	 are	 seldom	disappointed.		
The	lioness	is	the	true	warrior	of	the	savanna.		Because	she	is	the	main	hunter	of	the	pride	her	
face	often	displays	numerous	battle	scars.		Lions	often	hunt	at	night	so	we	tend	to	observe	the	
eating	and	not	the	killing	of	prey.		When	lions	do	kill,	they	stalk	their	prey	first,	then	pounce,	
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LION	(Simba)		

	
clutch,	drag,	and	quickly	bite	the	neck,	applying	a	strangle	hold	to	suffocate	prey	(though,	like	
the	crocodile,	sometimes	lions	grab	the	snout).		By	the	time	you	arrive	at	a	kill	site,	eating	has	
commenced	–	mouths	stained	with	blood	ripping	and	tearing	away	meat	–	so	you	do	not	often	
get	a	good	view	of	faces.		But	when	you	do	look	closely	at	the	face	of	a	mature	lioness,	you	will	
often	see	scars	and	realize	that	being	top	cat	is	not	without	its	challenges,	risks	and	dangers.		
This	goes	for	the	males	too	though	they	are	not	generally	involved	in	the	hunt.		It	is	the	male’s	
responsibility	 to	 protect	 the	 pride	 and	 sometimes	 play	 the	 role	 of	 baby	 sitter	 (lots	 of	 fun	
watching	cubs	playing	with	dad	when	he	is	trying	to	sleep,	you	can	imagine).		As	noted	earlier,	
male	lions	can	reach	up	to	500	pounds	and	that	means	they	need	to	eat	a	lot	of	food.		Male	lions	
are	the	first	to	enjoy	the	feast	of	a	hunt,	they	can	devour	up	to	a	fifth	of	their	weight	and	that	is	
a	lot	of	meat!		After	dad,	generally	the	cubs	eat	next.		I’ve	seen	a	six-month-old	cub	dragging	its	
belly	nearly	on	the	ground	because	 its	stomach	was	so	 full	of	meat.	 	The	 females	tend	to	eat	
last.	 	The	male	is	the	only	one	to	grow	the	luxurious	and	majestic	mane;	it	begins	growing	at	
about	eighteen	months.		Like	the	eland	antelope	lions	have	long	tails	with	a	black	tassel	at	the	
tip.		Some	interesting	tidbits	regarding	cubs	are	that	mom	delivers	them	away	from	the	pride	
in	thickets	or	grasses	that	provide	cover	and	they	spend	the	first	few	weeks	here	nursing;	at	
birth	they	weigh	around	2	½	-	4	½	pounds;	their	eyes	open	at	around	two	weeks	and	this	is	
about	the	time	mom	introduces	them	to	the	pride;	 their	survival	rate	during	the	 first	year	 is	
generally	less	than	50%,	often	due	to	starvation	and	predation;	they	can	eat	meat	at	six	weeks	
and	are	competent	hunters	by	two	years,	about	when	young	males	are	pushed	out	of		the	pride.		
Young	females	generally	remain	with	the	pride.	 	Departing	males	(often	brothers	or	cousins)	
tend	 to	 remain	 together	 and,	 when	 4-5	 years	 old,	 may	 eventually	 take	 over	 another	 lion’s	
pride.	
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LEOPARD	(Chui)	

 
Description:	

• Size:	ranging	from	70-180lbs,	males	larger	than	females;	
length	3’10”-	5’10”;	height	2’-	2’4”		

• Diet:	 generally,	 prefers	 small	 antelope	 like	 Thomson’s	
gazelles	 and	 impalas	but	 also	hunt	 younger	big	 animals	
like	wildebeest	

• Lifespan:	12-15	years			
• Social	Organization:		both	males	and	females	are	solitary	

except	when	mating	or	when	females	have	cubs	
• Voice:	deep,	rasping	cough	
• Mating	&	Gestation:	females	give	birth	to	2-4	young	at	all	

times	of	year	after	3	½	month	gestation		
• Predators:		adults	can	be	attacked	by	lions;	leopard	cubs	

are	prey	to	hyenas	and	jackals.	
	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:		riparian	and	savanna-woodlands	edge	areas.		The	elusive	leopard	tends	to	enjoy	the	
same	habitat	as	the	baboon	and	vervet	who	are	always	vigil	to	their	presence.	 	I	experienced	
my	 first	 leopard	 siting	 while	 on	 safari	 in	 2006	 shortly	 after	 our	 vehicle	 driver	 received	 an	
excited	 call	 on	 his	 radio	 (this	 is	 how	 many	 safari	 drivers	 keep	 each	 other	 informed	 about	
wildlife	sightings).		By	the	time	we	arrived	at	the	location	the	leopard	was	hidden	in	tall	grass	
and	we	could	barely	see	him,	but	we	could	make	out	his	staring	eyes	and	feel	his	presence	–	
the	 experience	 still	 sends	 a	 chill	 of	 excitement	 down	 my	 spine.	 	 Since	 that	 day	 I	 have	
encountered	 leopards	 a	 few	 times,	 generally	 at	 a	 distance	 and	 generally	 when	 they	 were	
resting	in	a	tree	–	they	tend	to	hunt	at	night.		In	2016	our	small	safari	group	spent	over	an	hour	
observing	up	close	the	interactions	of	a	female	leopard	and	her	two	yearling	cubs.	
	
Interesting	Tidbits:	
Some	travelers	have	a	difficult	time	differentiating	between	a	leopard	and	a	cheetah	but	they	
do	 have	 a	 number	 of	 distinguishing	 features.	 	 Unlike	 the	 cheetah,	 leopards	 do	 not	 have	 the	
“tear	stain”	below	each	eye.		Also,	leopards	have	longer	tails,	wear	a	necklace	of	spots	and	bars	
across	their	chest,	are	more	stocky	and	muscular,	and	spend	more	time	in	wooded	areas	than	
cheetahs.		When	traveling	safari	roads	lined	by	tall	trees	keep	an	eye	on	branches;	you	might	
see	a	leopard’s	dangling	tail	or	an	animal	carcass	that	a	leopard	recently	pulled	up	a	tree.	
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SERVAL	(Mondo)	

 
Description:	

• Size:	 ranging	 from	 18-35lbs,	 males	 slightly	 larger	 than	
females;	length	2’	2”-	3’2”;	height	1’10”-	2’		

• Diet:		mice,	young	antelopes,	frogs	and	lizards	
• Lifespan:	8-10	years			
• Social	 Organization:	 solitary	 except	 when	 mating	 or	

when	 they	have	 cubs;	 females	 live	 in	overlapping	home	
ranges	that	an	alpha	male	defends	

• Voice:	 high-pitched	 repeated	 cry,	 also	 hiss	 when	
frightened	

• Mating	&	Gestation:	females	give	birth	to	2-4	young	at	all	
times	of	year	after	2-2	½	month	gestation		

• Predators:		larger	predators	such	as	hyenas	and	leopards.			
	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:	 open	 and	 partially	 open	 large	 grass	 savannas	 near	
streams	 or	marshes.	 	 I	 have	 seen	 servals	 twice,	 in	 2008	 in	 the	Masai	Mara	 and	2009	 in	 the	
Ngorongoro	 Crater.	 	 In	 2008,	 we	 encountered	 a	 serval	 shortly	 after	 dawn	 while	 it	 was	
“mousing”	 in	 some	 tall	 grass.	 	 Like	 a	 coyote	 or	 fox,	 the	 serval	was	 leaping	 and	pouncing	 on	
what	 appeared	 to	 be	 a	 pocket	 gopher;	 it	 was	 successful.	 	 A	 year	 later,	 early	 afternoon,	 we	
encountered	a	serval	near	the	side	of	the	road,	again	in	some	tall	grass,	seemingly	just	out	for	a	
stroll.	 	 They	 are	 striking	 animals,	 slim	 and	 tall-legged	 like	 cheetahs	 but	 otherwise	 quite	
different;	some	travelers	confuse	the	two.		Overall,	they	are	much	smaller	than	cheetahs	and	do	
not	have	the	“tear	stain”	below	each	eye.		In	addition,	they	are	generally	darker	than	cheetahs	
with	black	 spots	 and	 some	black	 streaks	along	 the	back	of	 the	neck	and	 shoulders.	 	Though	
they	hunt	primarily	at	night,	servals	are	still	active	early	in	the	morning	and	on	overcast	days	
(such	was	the	case	in	2009).		
	
Interesting	Tidbits:			
Servals	are	one	of	 the	 three	 smaller	 cats	you	might	encounter	on	safari	–	 the	others	are	 the	
African	 wildcat	 and	 the	 caracal	 (both	 mainly	 nocturnal	 and	 not	 commonly	 seen).	 A	
distinguishing	feature	of	servals	is	their	large	ears	that	must	help	a	lot	in	locating	prey.		I	have	
read	they	are	exceptionally	quick	and	agile,	and	they	can	even	take	birds	in	flight	when	near	
the	ground.					
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SPOTTED	HYENA	(Fisi	madoa)	

	
Description:	

• Size:		ranging	from	125-165lbs,	females	larger;	length	4’-
5’6”;	height	2’8”-	2’11”	

• Diet:	 prey	 on	 both	 large	 and	 medium	 size	 herbivores;	
very	 efficient	 feeders,	 eating	 and	 digesting	 parts	 of	 a	
dead	animal	other	predators	ignore,	like	bone	

• Lifespan:	10-12	years			
• Social	Organization:	 clans	 of	 5-30	 individuals	 consisting	

of	adult	females,	offspring,	and	a	few	unrelated	males	
• Voice:	 very	 vocal,	 grunts,	 growls,	 wailing	 whoops,	 and		

“maniacal	laughter”	scream		
• Mating	&	Gestation:	 females	give	birth	to	1-2	cubs	year-

round	after	3	½	-	4	months	gestation		
• Predators:	 	 occasionally	 killed	 by	 lions	 over	 a	 carcass	

dispute	or	by	other	hyenas	(clan	battles);	cubs	sometime	
attacked	by	male	lions	and	male	hyenas.		

	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:	 	savannas,	 grasslands	and	woodlands,	 as	well	 as	 forest	 edges.	 Spotted	hyenas	have	
gotten	 a	 lot	 of	 bad	 press	 as	 cowardly	 scavengers,	 and	 they	 did	 not	 fare	well	 in	 the	 popular	
animated	film	The	Lion	King.	 	But	they	are	fascinating	animals;	they	remind	me	of	bears;	ears	
are	large	and	rounded	and	when	they	walk	the	gait	is	similar	to	a	grizzly	bear	(rump	is	lower	
than	 their	 shoulders	 because	 their	 front	 legs	 are	 longer	 than	 their	 back	 legs).	 This	 is	 one	
animal	 I	 always	 look	 forward	 to	 seeing	 and	 one	 that	 never	 disappoints.	 I	 have	 seen	 hyenas	
throughout	the	day	–	just	keeping	an	eye	on	things.		I	have	also	seen	hyena	clans	and	females	
with	cubs	early	and	late	in	the	day.	
	
Interesting	Tidbits:			
Though	 primarily	 nocturnal,	 hyenas	 are	 commonly	 active	 during	 the	 day.	 	 After	 the	 lion,	
hyenas	 own	 the	 savanna,	 both	 as	 top	 scavenger	 as	 well	 as	 accomplished	 hunter.	 	 Because	
females	are	larger	and	nastier	than	males	they	and	their	male	cubs	get	first	dibs	when	it	comes	
to	eating.		Hyenas	possess	strong	jaws	and	powerful	molar	teeth	for	crushing	bone.		For	such	a	
vicious	animal,	 female	hyenas	are	also	nurturing	and	patient	mothers.	 	Both	sexes	appear	 to	
have	male	genitalia	and	due	to	their	calcium-rich	diet,	hyenas	drop	very	distinctive	white	feces.				
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BAT-EARED	FOX	(Bweha	masigio)	

	
Description:	

• Size:		ranging	from	7-11lbs,	males	a	tad	larger;	length	2’	-
2’3”;	height	about	a	1’	

• Diet:	primarily	insects,	but	also	small	mammals,	eggs	and	
fruit	

• Lifespan:	8-10	years			
• Social	 Organization:	 adults	 generally	 mate	 for	 life	 and	

occupy	overlapping	territory	
• Voice:	contact	call	a	soft	“who-who”;	also	bark,	growl	and	

hiss	when	threatened	
• Mating	&	Gestation:	females	give	birth	to	3-6	cubs	during	

the	early	rainy	season	after	2	½	month	gestation		
• Predators:	 	 hyenas,	 lions,	 leopards;	 cubs	 taken	 by	 large	

eagles	and	large	snakes.		
	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:		open	grassland	and	light	acacia	woodland.		Bat-eared	foxes	prefer	short	grass	and/or	
extensive	 bare	 ground.	 	 I	 have	 seen	 these	 cute	 little	 canines	 a	 few	 times,	 but	 often	 from	 a	
distance.		Twice	I	have	seen	them	up	close:	in	the	Masai	Mara	and	the	northern	Serengeti.		Both	
times	it	was	early	morning	and	in	short	grass	areas	near	a	road.		Once	a	small	family	group	was	
resting	on	some	bare	ground	–	perhaps	resting	after	a	successful	night	of	eating	insects.		These	
are	the	smallest	canines	you	will	see	on	safari	and	you	will	have	no	problem	identifying	them:	
gray-buff	 in	 color,	 huge	 bat-like	 ears	 (taking	 up	 most	 of	 their	 face),	 pointed-muzzle	 (very	
foxlike),	long	legs,	bushy	black-tipped	tail,	and	dark	brown	or	black	facemask.		Their	large	ears	
help	to	detect	insects	by	sound.	
	
Interesting	Tidbits:			
Bat-eared	 foxes	 are	 most	 active	 at	 night	 but	 can	 be	 seen	 in	 the	 early	 hours	 of	 morning	 or	
evening.	 	 Because	 they	 are	 attracted	 to	 insects,	 especially	 harvester	 termites	 (termites	 and	
beetles	make	up	80%	of	 their	 diet),	watch	 for	 them	around	 termite	mounds	 surrounded	by	
short	grasses.	Cubs	are	born	in	burrows	and	emerge	after	2-3	weeks;	they	are	able	to	follow	
their	parents	at	10-12	weeks	and	are	independent	at	about	7	months.		Because	bat-eared	foxes	
are	nomadic	(they	do	not	defend	territories),	the	family	is	able	to	range	more	widely	once	the	
cubs	are	about	3	months	old.		
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BLACK-BACKED	JACKAL	(Bweha	nyukundu)	

	
Description:	

• Size:		ranging	from	14-30lbs,	males	a	tad	larger;	length	2’	
4”-	2’8”;	height	1’4”-	1’6”	

• Diet:	 omnivores,	 very	 opportunistic	 but	 generally	 seen	
scavenging	 at	 kills	 by	 larger	 animals	 but	 also	 kill	 small	
prey;	will	also	eat	fruits,	berries,	anything	edible			

• Lifespan:	8-10	years			
• Social	 Organization:	 adults	 pair	 for	 life	 and	 together	

defend	their	territory	
• Voice:	 contact	 call	 an	 abrupt	 raucous	 yell,	 followed	 by	

shorter	yelps	
• Mating	&	Gestation:	 females	give	birth	to	3-4	young	late	

in	the	dry	season	after	2-month	gestation		
• Predators:	 	 leopards;	 pups	 taken	 by	 large	 eagles	 and	

large	snakes.		
	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:	 	open	 and	 partially	 open	 savannas	 and	woodlands.	 	 Jackals	 have	 a	 pointed	 foxlike	
face,	tan	coat	with	dark	saddle	markings	on	the	back,	rather	large	pointed	ears,	and	a	busty	tail.	
In	 size,	 they	 are	 quite	 a	 bit	 smaller	 than	 our	 springer	 spaniels.	 	 Since	 I	 am	 a	 dog	 person,	 I	
always	 look	 forward	 to	 seeing	 jackals	 during	 a	 safari:	 hanging	 out	 at	 a	 fresh	 kill	 site	 and	
waiting	patiently	 (sometimes	not	 so	patiently)	 for	 their	 turn	 to	grab	a	nibble.	 	Though	 lions	
seem	to	tolerate	jackals	at	a	carcass,	they	do	not	seem	very	keen	on	sharing.		One	afternoon	in	
Tarangire	National	Park,	four	lions	were	resting	in	the	shade	of	a	tree.		Though	the	lions	were	
well-fed,	they	had	no	intention	of	sharing	any	of	their	meal,	so	for	over	a	half	hour	we	watched	
the	 lions	take	turns	guarding	the	carcass	 from	two	persistent,	pestering	 jackals.	 	By	the	time	
we	left	the	jackals	had	not	been	successful	but	neither	were	they	deterred.	
	
Interesting	Tidbits:	
Jackals	pair	for	life	and	both	can	be	seen	patrolling	and	scent-marking	their	territory.		Though	
jackals	are	not	pack	animals,	like	with	wolves,	pups	are	born	in	dens	and	both	parents	provide	
them	 with	 disgorged	 food.	 	 But,	 sometimes	 when	 pups	 are	 born,	 helpers	 (older	 siblings	
perhaps)	 assist	with	 the	 rearing,	 leading	 to	 greater	 survival	 rates.	 	 Flooding	 of	 dens	 during	
heavy	rains	are	a	major	reason	for	pup	mortality.	
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GOLDEN	JACKAL	(Bweha	wa	mbugua)	

	
Description:	

• Size:		ranging	from	15-33lbs,	males	a	tad	larger;	length	2’	
6”-	3’6”;	height	1’3”-	1’8”	

• Diet:	 omnivores,	 carrion,	 young	 antelopes,	 fruit	 and	
berries				

• Lifespan:	8-10	years			
• Social	 Organization:	 adults	 pair	 for	 life	 and	 together	

defend	their	territory	
• Voice:	bark	when	alarmed,	growl	when	threatened,	high-

pitched	wail	
• Mating	 &	 Gestation:	 breed	 during	 the	 rainy	 season,	

females	give	birth	to	2-8	young	at	all	times	of	year	after	
2-	month	gestation		

• Predators:	 	 leopards;	 pups	 taken	 by	 large	 eagles	 and	
large	snakes.		

	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:	 	open	savannas	and	deserts.	 	 I	have	only	 seen	a	golden	 jackal	once,	 in	2007,	 in	 the	
Ngorongoro	 Crater.	 	 At	 first	 glance,	 it	 reminded	me	 of	 a	 Rocky	Mountain	 coyote:	 yellowish-
gray,	similar	size	and	snout,	taller	and	longer	than	a	black-backed	jackal.		Golden	jackals	tend	
to	 lack	 the	 rather	 distinct	 dark	 smudge	mark	 toward	 the	 top	 of	 the	 tail	 that	 coyotes	 often	
possess	but	do	have	a	similar	dark	tip	at	the	end	of	the	tail	(scent	glands).		Though	they	hunt	
primarily	at	night,	these	jackals	can	still	be	seen	searching	for	food	during	the	day.		(They	tend	
to	be	more	common	on	the	Serengeti	plains,	where,	during	the	day,	 they	predominate	at	kill	
sites.)		Over	the	years	I	have	visited	a	few	fresh	kill	sites	but	generally	in	the	Masai	Mara	Game	
Reserve	or	Tarangire	National	Park	where	black-back	jackals	are	more	prevalent.		
	
Interesting	Tidbits:	
The	golden	 jackal	 is	a	strikingly	beautiful	canine	I	hope	to	encounter	more	often	on	safari.	 	 I	
also	hope	to	hear	them	howl:	I	have	read	they	have	a	distinct	howl	sometimes	heard	around	
sundown.		I	have	had	the	good	fortune	to	hear	both	coyotes	and	wolves	howl,	and	for	me,	there	
is	 something	 primordial	 in	 these	 experiences.	 	 Also,	 being	 a	 dog	 person,	 I	 look	 forward	 to	
seeing	some	golden	jackal	pups.	
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AFRICAN	WILD	DOG	(Mbwa	mwitu)	

	
Description:	

• Size:	 	 Overall,	 larger	 than	 a	 coyote	 but	 smaller	 than	 a	
wolf,	 long-legged	 and	 lean,	 weight	 ranging	 from	 40-
60lbs;	length	2’½”–	3’4”;	tail	12-16”;	height	2’-	2’6”		

• Diet:	prefers	small	antelope	like	Thomson’s	gazelles	and	
impalas	 but	 also	 hunts	 bigger	 animals	 like	 zebras	 and	
elands		

• Lifespan:	10	years			
• Social	 Organization:	 packs	 usually	 lead	 by	 a	 dominant	

male	 and	 female.	 Hunt	 in	 cooperative	 packs	 of	 6	 to	 10	
(can	be	much	larger)			

• Voice:	 vocal	 with	 a	 bell-like	 hoot	 to	 call	 other	 pack	
members	and	gruff	bark	to	signal	alarm				

• Mating	&	Gestation:	 females	 give	 birth	 to	 an	 average	 of			
10	pups	(up	to	19),	cared	for	by	entire	pack	after	average	
2	½	months	gestation		

• Predators:		occasionally	killed	by	lions	and	pups	taken	by	hyenas	or	large	birds	of	prey	
but	 largest	 predators	 are	 human	 (farmers	 and	 hunters)	 –	 Africa’s	 most	 seriously	
endangered	large	carnivore.					

	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:		open	grasslands	to	9,000’,	light	woodlands,	and	semi-deserts.		This	animal	is	seldom	
seen	while	on	safari	though	it	generally	hunts	during	the	day	especially	at	dawn	and	dusk.	Wild	
dogs	 are	 prey	 to	 the	 much	 larger	 lion	 and	 are	 generally	 pushed	 away	 from	 prime	 hunting	
habitat.		I’ve	only	seen	a	pack	of	wild	dogs	once;	they	looked	thin	and	scruffy	as	if	they	hadn’t	
eaten	in	a	while	but	they	were	still	beautiful.		I’ve	never	seen	wild	dogs	kill	but	read	they	run	
prey	to	exhaustion,	 then	grab	by	the	tail,	hind-leg,	and	disembowel,	 tearing	prey	apart	while	
it’s	still	running	(killing	smaller	animals	quickly	but	larger	animals	taking	much	longer	to	die).			
	
Interesting	Tidbits:			
Also	called	“hunting	dog”	and	“painted	wolf”	due	to	its	colorful	coat	which	features	patches	of	
red,	black,	brown,	white	and	yellow	fur,	each	wild	dog	has	its	own	unique	coat	pattern.		All	wild	
dogs	have	big,	rounded	ears,	hyena-like	head	and	muzzle,	and	a	white-tipped	tail.		Unlike	other	
dogs,	which	have	dewclaws	 (five	 toes),	wild	dogs	have	only	 four	 toes	per	 foot.	 	African	wild	
dogs	are	endangered	–	it	is	estimated	less	than	7,000	remain	in	the	wild.			
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AFRICAN	ELEPHANT	(Tembo)	

	
Description:	

• Size:	 largest	 land	 mammal,	 males	 up	 to	 13,000lbs,	
females	 up	 to	 7,000lbs;	 length	 including	 out	 stretched	
trunk	up	to	25’;	height	8’4”–11’		

• Diet:	grass,	wild	fruits,	roots	and	bark;	can	consume	300-
400lbs	a	day	and	drink	up	to	60	gallons	of	water			

• Lifespan:	up	to	70	years			
• Social	 Organization:	 family	 groups	 of	 10-15	 individuals	

consisting	 of	 related	 cows	 and	 offspring,	 led	 by	 an	 old	
female;	 males	 leave	 the	 herds	 at	 puberty	 (around	 12	
years)	and	then	join	bachelor	groups	or	wander	alone	

• Voice:	 primordial	 sound	 of	 the	 savanna,	 very	 vocal	
including	throaty	rumbles	and	bellowing	

• Mating	 &	 Gestation:	 females	 give	 birth	 to	 1	 calf	 year-
round	after	22	months	gestation		

• Predators:	 adult	 elephants	 have	 few	 worries	 though	
lions,	hyenas,	and	crocodiles	will	attack	sick	or	young	elephants.			

Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:	 	wide	 variety,	 grasslands,	 woodlands,	 and	 forests	 near	 water.	 I	 have	 experienced	
herds	of	elephants	during	each	trip	to	east	and	south	Africa.		Our	“nothing	cuter	than	list”	has	
to	 include	 young	 elephants.	 	 When	 you	 encounter	 a	 herd,	 young	 ones	 are	 always	 present,	
always	playful,	 and	 always	under	mom’s	watchful	 eye.	 	 Calves	weigh	 around	250	pounds	 at	
birth,	suckle	for	up	to	four	years,	and	can	fit	under	their	mom’s	belly	during	the	first	year;	mom	
gives	birth	standing	up.		Elephant	families	develop	strong	lifelong	bonds	and	even	mourn	the	
death	of	loved	ones	which	I	observed	once	on	the	northern	Serengeti.			
	
Interesting	Tidbits:			
Lions	and	hyenas	may	own	the	savanna	but	elephants	do	not	care.	 	Elephants	do	not	have	to	
hunt	other	animals	to	live,	they	only	need	to	roam	and	feed	on	local	vegetation.		Most	of	their	
day	is	spent	finding	and	then	eating	food.		Next	to	the	lion,	this	giant	animal	is	almost	always	
on	the	“must	see	list”	of	most	safari	travelers.		Bulls	(males)	are	nearly	twice	the	size	of	females	
and	have	a	more	rounded	forehead	and	larger	tusks.	 	Bulls	are	ready	to	breed	when	they	are	
about	25	years	and	begin	competing	with	other	bulls	for	opportunities	to	briefly	join	a	family	
group	and	mate.	
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WHITE	RHINOCEROS	(Kifaru)	

	
	
Description:	

• Size:	males	up	to	5,000lbs,	females	up	to	3,000lbs;	length	
11-12’;	height	5’6”-	6’		

• Diet:	grazers,	prefer	short	green	grass			
• Lifespan:	30-40	years			
• Social	 Organization:	 adult	 males	 generally	 solitary	 and	

territorial;	 females	 often	 found	 in	 small	 groups	 with	
other	females	and	young	

• Voice:	high	pitch	squeals,	grunts	and	snorts	
• Mating	 &	 Gestation:	 females	 give	 birth	 to	 1	 calf	 year-

round	after	16	months	gestation		
• Predators:	 	 adults	 have	 few	 worries	 though	 lions	 and	

hyenas	will	attack	young	rhinos.			
	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:	 	savannas	with	shade	near	water.	 	This	rhino	is	a	real	
treat	to	see	up	close.		During	my	first	few	safaris	I	saw	a	few	at	dusk	large	distances	from	the	
road	 (another	 good	 reason	 to	 have	binoculars)	 but	 never	 up	 close.	 	 That	 changed	 early	 one	
morning	while	driving	to	Lake	Nakuru:	near	the	lake	a	small	group	was	grazing.		We	stopped	
the	vehicle	and	watched	for	about	½	hour	–	talk	about	time-travel.		To	experience	this	remnant	
of	prehistoric	times	meandering	on	the	savanna	is	amazing	–	truly	a	massive	animal	with	what	
appears	as	protective	plates	on	its	side	and	very	menacing	horns	(front	horn	averages	24”).			
	
Interesting	Tidbits:			
Gray	 in	 color	 and	 significantly	 larger	 than	 black	 rhinos,	 the	 white	 rhino	 has	 a	 rather	
distinguishing	 large	neck-hump.	 	White	rhinos	are	also	referred	 to	as	 “square-lipped”	due	 to	
their	 large	 square	 mouth	 (a	 bit	 like	 a	 hippo)	 adapted	 for	 grazing	 grasses.	 	 Identifying	 this	
animal	as	“white”	 is	confusing	and	 inaccurate;	earlier	 they	were	referred	to	as	“weit”	rhinos,	
applying	a	Dutch	word	meaning	“wide”	–	the	sound	of	the	name	stuck.		These	animals	are	more	
social	than	black	rhinos	and	less	dangerous.		Like	the	leopard,	this	is	another	elusive	member	
of	the	Big	Five	(named	for	the	five	trophy	animals:	lions,	leopards,	elephants,	rhinoceros,	and	
buffalos)	that	travelers	sometimes	never	see.		They	were	nearly	hunted	to	extinction	but	some	
breeding	and	reintroduction	efforts	have	been	successful.					

				 		

	



	 29	

BLACK	RHINOCEROS	(Kifaru)	

	
Description:	

• Size:	 ranging	 from	 2,000-3,000lbs,	 males	 larger	 than	
females;	length	10’6”-	11’;	height	5’6”-	5’8”		

• Diet:	 primarily	 browsers,	 prefer	 shrubs	 such	 as	
euphorbia	branches		

• Lifespan:	30-40	years			
• Social	 Organization:	 adults	 generally	 solitary	 but	 settle	

into	home	ranges	
• Voice:	high	pitch	squeals,	grunts	and	snorts	
• Mating	 &	 Gestation:	 females	 give	 birth	 to	 1	 calf	 year-

round	 after	 15-16	 months	 gestation,	 peak	 breeding	
activity	during	the	rainy	season		

• Predators:	 	 adults	 have	 few	 worries	 though	 crocodiles	
can	 attack	when	 crossing	 a	 river;	 lions	 and	 hyenas	will	
attack	young	rhinos;	also	hunted	by	humans.							

	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:	 	prefer	 scrub	 and	 bush	 lands.	 	 Smaller	 than	white	 rhinos	 and	 from	my	 experience	
much	more	difficult	 to	 find	 and	photograph.	 	 Because	 they	 tend	 to	hang	out	 in	 thickets	 and	
woodlands,	black	rhinos	tend	not	to	be	seen	by	safari	travelers.		For	Susan	and	I	that	changed	
one	 morning	 in	 2008.	 	 Our	 driver	 had	 gotten	 word	 that	 a	 black	 rhino	 mom	 and	 calf	 were	
observed	in	a	heavily	wooded	area	just	outside	the	northern	entrance	of	the	Masai	Mara.	 	At	
the	time,	safari	vehicles	were	allowed	to	travel	off	major	roads	in	game	reserves,	so	our	driver	
headed	into	the	thickets.		Our	vehicle	was	open	on	the	sides	so	branches	swung	here	and	there;	
we	physically	pushed	some	out	of	the	way.		Then,	around	sixty	feet	from	the	vehicle	we	saw	the	
mom	and	calf.	 	They	watched	us	for	a	while	and	then	settled	in	for	a	nap.	 	We	spent	the	next	
hour	watching	 the	 two	rhinos	with	binoculars,	 sipping	coffee,	 listening	 to	 the	 sound	of	 ring-
necked	doves,	and	smiling.			
	
Interesting	Tidbits:			
As	in	the	discussion	of	white	rhinos,	experiencing	a	black	rhino	in	the	wild	is	like	stepping	back	
in	time.		Smaller	in	size,	black	rhinos	(noticeably	darker	than	white	rhinos)	are	more	agile	(can	
turn	and	 charge	quickly),	more	 aggressive,	 less	 social,	 less	predictable,	 and	more	dangerous	
than	 white	 rhinos.	 Females	 have	 thinner,	 longer	 front	 horns;	 calves	 can	 weigh	 up	 to	 100	
pounds	at	birth	and	remain	with	mom	2-4	years.		Eyesight	is	poor	but	other	senses	are	good.	
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COMMON	HIPPOPOTAMUS	(Kiboko)	

	
	
Description:	

• Size:		males	up	to	7,000lbs,	females	up	to	5,000lbs;	length	
11-	12’4”;	height	4’5”–	5’6”		

• Diet:	short	green	grass	
• Lifespan:	35	years			
• Social	Organization:	 family	groups	of	10-20	 females	and	

their	 young	 and	 a	 territorial	 male	 with	 exclusive	
breeding	rights	

• Voice:	can	be	very	vocal,	lots	of	snorts	and	grunts	
• Mating	 &	 Gestation:	 females	 give	 birth	 to	 1	 calf	 often	

during	the	rainy	season	after	8	months	gestation;	one	of	
the	few	mammals	to	mate	in	the	water				

• Predators:		lions	sometimes	attack	adults;	crocodiles	who	
share	the	rivers	with	hippos	sometimes	take	calves		

	
Where	Found	and	Photographed	
Habitat:	 	rivers,	some	lakes,	and	swamps	–	 ideally	with	sandy	beaches	for	sunbathing	–	also	
need	grasslands	nearby.		I	have	seen	lots	of	hippos	over	the	years.		Rivers	such	as	the	Mara	and	
the	Grumeti	are	excellent	places	to	see	them,	as	well	as	lakes	such	as	Baringo	and	Naivasha	in	
Kenya	and	the	wonderful	hippo	pools	on	the	Serengeti.		They	feed	on	local	grasses	at	night	(can	
eat	up	to	100	pounds	of	grass),	traveling	as	many	as	6	miles	–	fascinating	to	come	upon	them	at	
night	 because	 on	 land	 they	 appear	 as	massive	moving	 boulders.	 In	 2009,	 near	 the	 Grumeti	
River,	I	saw	a	hippo	calf	that	was	only	days	old;	it	easily	fit	under	mom’s	belly.				
	
Interesting	Tidbits:			
Generally,	hippos	are	responsible	for	more	human	deaths	in	Africa	than	are	those	due	to	other	
large	animals.	 	With	such	powerful	 jaws,	a	hippo	is	capable	of	killing	with	one	bite.	 	A	male’s	
lower	tusks	can	get	to	be	18	inches	long	and	a	middle	pair	of	lower	incisors	(up	to	10	inches)	
project	 forward	 like	 lances.	 	 Their	 mouths	 (a	 bit	 like	 the	 white	 rhino)	 are	 extremely	 wide,	
enabling	them	to	consume	lots	of	grass,	and	large	bristles	on	their	snouts	help	guide	the	width	
of	their	bite	at	night.		Distantly	related	to	pigs,	hippos	have	four	webbed	toes	on	the	front	and	
hind	legs.		Hippopotamus	is	a	Greek	word	for	“river	horse”	and	if	you	view	their	head	from	the	
side	while	 it	 rests	on	 the	water,	 it	does	 resemble	 that	of	a	horse	with	 long	snout	and	raised	
forehead.		They	spend	the	day	in	and	around	water,	digesting	food	and	socializing.		

	


